NOTICES

PLEASE NOTE: The Parish Office will re-open tomorrow, Monday, 9th
January at 9.00 a.m.

The Friends of St Michael’s Church will be holding their Annual General
Meeting on Wednesday, 25t January 2023 at 6.00 p.m. The meeting will be
held at Maynes Barn, Maynes Farm, Gorhambury, St Albans AL3 6AF.

Thank you to everyone who has supported FEED foodbank over the festive
period. At the moment, FEED is particularly short of laundry detergents and
fabric softeners as well as toilet rolls; donations gratefully received as always in
the boxes at the back of both churches.

FOR YOUR DIARY

Sunday, 5t February is Candlemas - a festival of light to mark the close of
the greater Christmas season - with Christingle-making taking place during
the All-Age Communion at 9.30 a.m. Donations made at this service will be
sent to Youth Talk (Registered Charity Number 1063572) which is a
counselling and signposting service for young people in St Albans.

= Z=— St Michael with St Mary

Services this week

Sunday, 8" January 2023:
Epiphany

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (St Michael’s)
9.30 a.m. Parish Communion (St Michael’s)
President: Bishop Stephen Venner
6.00 p.m. Epiphany carols, readings and choral music (St Mary’s)

Wednesday
9.00 a.m.  School Service
10.30 a.m. Holy Communion (St Michael’s)

Sunday, 15® January 2023:
Baptism of Christ

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (St Michael’s)
9.30 a.m. Parish Communion (St Michael’s)

President: Rev’d John Bannister
6.00 p.m. Evensong (St Mary’s)

PLEASE NOTE: The Parish Office is CLOSED on Wednesdays

Contacts

Key information is available on www.stmichaels-parishchurch.org.uk or via
the Parish Office: 01727 835037 (9.00 a.m.—12.00 p.m. Monday, Tuesday,

Thursday and Friday)




Children’s Church for those in school years Reception to Year 6 meets alongside the
9.30am service during term time. Please ask a Steward for more information and
directions.

The children’s corner in the North Aisle contains themed-worksheets, books and
toys. Parents: please remain responsible for your children in this space. If your child
needs time-out or privacy (e.g. nappy change) the Tower Room is available and has
sound relay of the service.

Toilets are available in the Parish Centre at the east end of the churchyard; please
see a steward for access.

Please stay for refreshments after the service in the Parish Centre.

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 60: 1-6 (OT p.628 in the Pew Bibles)

New Testament Reading: Ephesians 3: 1-12 (NT p.179 in the Pew Bibles)
This is the reason that | Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you
Gentiles— for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that
was given to me for you, and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation,
as | wrote above in a few words, a reading of which will enable you to perceive my
understanding of the mystery of Christ. In former generations this mystery was not
made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and
prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become fellow-heirs, members of the
same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.

Of this gospel | have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was
given to me by the working of his power. Although | am the very least of all the saints,
this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches
of Christ, and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages
in God who created all things; so that through the church the wisdom of God in its
rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly
places. This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in
Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence
through faith in him.

Gospel Reading: Matthew 2: 1-12 (NT p.I in the Pew Bibles)
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise
men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him
homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with
him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of
them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for
so it has been written by the prophet:
“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler

who is to shepherd my people Israel.””’

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time
when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and
search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that
I may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out;
and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it
stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the
child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then,
opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for
their own country by another road.

During Communion the choir will sing
Love came down at Christmas,

Love all lovely, love divine;

Love was born at Christmas,

Star and angels gave the sign.

Worship we the Godhead,
Love incarnate, love divine;
Worship we our Jesus:

But wherewith for sacred sign?

Love shall be our token,

Love shall be yours and love be mine,
Love to God and to all men,

Love for plea and gift and sign.

Words: Christina Rossetti Music: R.O. Morris

Please remember in your prayers

e those who are ill, including: Jacqui Follett, Jo Frost, Debbie Greenwood, Edna
Hames, Helen Huson, Rachael Hymas, Ingrid Kluckova, JoAnne Laws; Alice
Reardon, Pat Stroud, Cora Marie Varshney, Paul Wiggett



