St Michael with St Mary

An Act of Worship for Easter season

A service to use at home during the season of Easter, which picks up the readings we will be sharing
in the online worship. This service can be used by one person: if there is more than one of you, say
the words in bold together.

Preparation
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Alleluia. Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

In this festival season of Easter we recall how on Easter Day our Lord Jesus Christ passed
from death to life. Around the world Christians celebrate the awesome power of God. We
remember the Passover night of Israel’s redemption from Egypt, and also our own
participation in Jesus’ death and resurrection through our baptism. Reading and proclaiming
God’s word, we can be confident that we will share Christ’s victory over death and live with
him for ever.

We recall our lack of response to God’s love, our sins, our failures, our shortcomings and God’s
great love in forgiving us:

Lord Jesus, you raise us to new life, forgive us our sins, and feed us with the living bread.
Lord, have mercy,

Christ, have mercy,

Lord, have mercy.

Reading or hearing God’s word

The Collect Prayer and Gospel for Easter Day (12" April)

God of glory,

by the raising of your Son

you have broken the chains of death and hell:
fill your Church with faith and hope;

for a new day has dawned

and the way to life stands open

in our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.



Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb
and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon
Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken
the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” Then Peter and
the other disciple set out and went towards the tomb. The two were running together, but
the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and
saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following
him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had
been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself.
Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed;
for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the
disciples returned to their homes.

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the
tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one
at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, “‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ She
said to them, ‘They have taken away my Lord, and | do not know where they have laid him.’
When she had said this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not
know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, ‘YWoman, why are you weeping? For whom are you
looking? Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him
away, tell me where you have laid him, and | will take him away.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’
She turned and said to him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her,
‘Do not hold on to me, because | have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my
brothers and say to them, “l am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and
your God.”” Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, ‘| have seen the Lord’;
and she told them that he had said these things to her.

John 20:1-18 (NRSV)

The Collect Prayer and Gospel for the Second Sunday of Easter (19" April)

Risen Christ,

for whom no door is locked, no entrance barred:
open the doors of our hearts,

that we may seek the good of others

and walk the joyful road of sacrifice and peace,
to the praise of God the Father. Amen.

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among
them and said, ‘Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his
side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be
with you. As the Father has sent me, so | send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on
them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus
came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, ‘Unless



| see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my
hand in his side, | will not believe.’

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.” Then
he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it
in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God! Jesus
said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not
seen and yet have come to believe.’

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in
this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah,
the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

John 20:19-31 (NRSV)

The Collect Prayer and Gospel for the Third Sunday of Easter (26" April)

Almighty Father,

who in your great mercy gladdened the disciples

with the sight of the risen Lord:

give us such knowledge of his presence with us,

that we may be strengthened and sustained by his risen life
and serve you continually in righteousness and truth;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven
miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had happened.
While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but
their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said to them, ‘What are you discussing
with each other while you walk along? They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them,
whose name was Cleopas, answered him, ‘Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does
not know the things that have taken place there in these days? He asked them, ‘What
things? They replied, ‘The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in
deed and word before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed
him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the
one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took
place. Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this
morning, and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they
had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with
us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.’
Then he said to them, ‘Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that
the prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these
things and then enter into his glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he
interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.



As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going
on. But they urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the
day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with
them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were
opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. hey said to each other,
‘Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was
opening the scriptures to us? That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and
they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. They were saying, ‘The Lord
has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” Then they told what had happened on the
road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.

Luke 24:13-35 (NRSV)

The Collect Prayer and Gospel for the Fourth Sunday of Easter (3™ May)

Risen Christ,

faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep:

teach us to hear your voice

and to follow your command,

that all your people may be gathered into one flock,
to the glory of God the Father. Amen.

‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house
there are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, would | have told you that | go to prepare
a place for you? And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again and will take you
to myself, so that where | am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the place
where | am going.” Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going. How
can we know the way?’ Jesus said to him, ‘l am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also.
From now on you do know him and have seen him.’

Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus said to him,
‘Have | been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen
me has seen the Father. How can you say, “Show us the Father”? Do you not believe that |
am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that | say to you | do not speak on my
own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that | am in the Father
and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves.
Very truly, | tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that | do and, in
fact, will do greater works than these, because | am going to the Father. | will do whatever
you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask

me for anything, | will do it.
John 14:1-14 (NRSV)

Personal reflection
Give yourself some time to think about the reading for the day; maybe go back and read a section

again. Is there a word or phrase that stands out for you? If you are with someone else, perhaps
share your thoughts with them.



Prayers

In your own words pray for the World, the Church, your family and friends and those who need the
healing touch of the Lord today. There follows a selection of prayers about the outbreak:

Keep us, good Lord,

under the shadow of your mercy

in this time of uncertainty and distress.

Sustain and support the anxious and fearful,

and lift up all who are brought low;

that we may rejoice in your comfort

knowing that nothing can separate us from your love
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

Lord Jesus Christ,

you taught us to love our neighbour,
and to care for those in need

as if we were caring for you.

In this time of anxiety, give us strength
to comfort the fearful, to tend the sick,
and to assure the isolated

of our love, and your love,

for your name’s sake. Amen.

For those who are ill

Merciful God,

we entrust to your tender care

those who are ill or in pain,

knowing that whatever danger threatens

your everlasting arms are there to hold them safe.
Comfort and heal them,

and restore them to health and strength;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For hospital staff and medical researchers

Gracious God,

give skill, sympathy and reliance

to all who are caring for the sick.

and your wisdom to those searching for a cure.

Strengthen them with your Spirit,

that through their work many will be restored to health and wholeness;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For one who is ill or isolated

O God,

help me to trust you,

help me to know that you are with me,

help me to believe that nothing can separate me
from your love

revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



As we are unable at present to meet the risen Lord Jesus in the bread and wine, be assured that we
are partakers at home by faith of his body and blood in our ongoing communion with him. Pause for
a few moments as you offer yourself to God and he gives himself to you. Then say:

Christ be with me, Christ within me,
Christ behind me, Christ before me,
Christ beside me, Christ to win me,
Christ to comfort and restore me.
Christ beneath me, Christ above me,
Christ in quiet, Christ in danger,
Christ in hearts of all that love me,
Christ in mouth of friend and stranger.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lord bless us and watch over us;

The Lord make his face to shine upon us and be gracious to us;
The Lord look kindly upon us and give us peace.

And until we meet again,

From St Patrick’s Breastplate

Conclusion

may God hold us in the palm of His hand. Amen. Alleluia, Alleluia!
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